
[image: no cover]


E. Phillips Oppenheim
This Unique Crime and Mystery Collection of E. Phillips Oppenheim
MultiBook
Warsaw 2020



Contents
The Great Impersonation
CHAPTER I
CHAPTER II
CHAPTER III
CHAPTER IV
CHAPTER V
CHAPTER VI
CHAPTER VII
CHAPTER VIII
CHAPTER IX
CHAPTER X
CHAPTER XI
CHAPTER XII
CHAPTER XIV
CHAPTER XV
CHAPTER XVI
CHAPTER XVII
CHAPTER XVIII
CHAPTER XIX
CHAPTER XX
CHAPTER XXI
CHAPTER XXII
CHAPTER XXIII
CHAPTER XXIV
CHAPTER XXV
CHAPTER XXVI
CHAPTER XXVII
CHAPTER XXVIII
CHAPTER XXIX
The Zeppelin’s Passenger
CHAPTER I
CHAPTER II
CHAPTER III
CHAPTER IV
CHAPTER V
CHAPTER VI
CHAPTER VII
CHAPTER VIII
CHAPTER IX
CHAPTER X
CHAPTER XI
CHAPTER XII
CHAPTER XIII
CHAPTER XIV
CHAPTER XV
CHAPTER XVI
CHAPTER XVII
CHAPTER XVIII
CHAPTER XIX
CHAPTER XX
CHAPTER XXI
CHAPTER XXII
CHAPTER XXIII
CHAPTER XXIV
CHAPTER XXV
CHAPTER XXVI
CHAPTER XXVII
CHAPTER XXVIII
CHAPTER XXIX
CHAPTER XXX
CHAPTER XXXI
CHAPTER XXXII
CHAPTER XXXIII
The Devil’s Paw
CHAPTER I
CHAPTER II
CHAPTER III
CHAPTER IV
CHAPTER V
CHAPTER VI
CHAPTER VII
CHAPTER VIII
CHAPTER IX
CHAPTER X
CHAPTER XI
CHAPTER XII
CHAPTER XIII
CHAPTER XIV
CHAPTER XV
CHAPTER XVI
CHAPTER XVII
CHAPTER XVIII
CHAPTER XIX
CHAPTER XX
CHAPTER XXI
CHAPTER XXII
The Avenger
I. THE HEAD-HUNTER
II. MR. SAMPSON LONGVALE CALLS
III. THE NIECE
IV. THE LEADING LADY
V. MR. LAWLEY FOSS
VI. THE MASTER OF GRIFF
VII. THE SWORDS AND BHAG
VIII. BHAG
IX. THE ANCESTOR
X. THE OPEN WINDOW
XI. THE MARK ON THE WINDOW
XII. A CRY FROM A TOWER
XIII. THE TRAP THAT FAILED
XIV. MENDOZA MAKES A FIGHT
XV. TWO FROM THE YARD
XVI. THE BROWN MAN PROM NOWHERE
XVII. MR. FOSS MAKES A SUGGESTION
XVIII. THE FACE IN THE PICTURE
XIX. THE MIDNIGHT VISIT
XX. A NARROW ESCAPE
XXI. THE ERASURE
XXII. THE HEAD
XXIII. CLUES AT THE TOWER
XXIV. THE MARKS OF THE BEAST
XXV. THE MAN IN THE CAR
XXVI. THE HAND
XXVII. THE CAVES
XXVIII. THE TOWER
XXIX. BHAG’S RETURN
XXX. THE ADVERTISEMENT
XXXI. JOHN PERCIVAL LIGGITT
XXXII. GREGORY’S WAY
XXXIII. THE TRAP THAT FAILED
XXXIV. THE SEARCH
XXXV. WHAT HAPPENED TO ADELE
XXXVI. THE ESCAPE
XXXVII. AT THE TOWER AGAIN
XXXVIII. THE CAVERN OF BONES
XXXIX. MICHAEL KNOWS FOR SURE
XL. “THE WIDOW”
XLI. THE DEATH
XLII. CAMERA
An Amiable Charlatan
I. THE MAN AT STEPHANO’S
II. THE COUP IN THE GAMBLING DEN
III. CULLEN GIVES ADVICE
IV. THE WOOING OF EVE
V. MR. SAMUELSON
VI. THE PARTY AT THE MILAN
VII. “ONE OF US”
VIII. AT THE ALHAMBRA
IX. THE EXPOSURE
X. A BROKEN PARTNERSHIP
XI. MR. BUNDERCOMBE’S WINK
XII. THE EMANCIPATION OF LOUIS
XIII. “THE SHORN LAMB”
XIV. MR. BUNDERCOMBE’S LOVE AFFAIR
XV. LORD PORTHONING’S LESSON
Jacob’s Ladder
PROLOGUE
CHAPTER I
CHAPTER II
CHAPTER III
CHAPTER IV
CHAPTER V
CHAPTER VI
CHAPTER VII
CHAPTER VIII
CHAPTER IX
CHAPTER X
CHAPTER XI
CHAPTER XII
CHAPTER XIII
CHAPTER XIV
CHAPTER XV
CHAPTER XVI
CHAPTER XVII
CHAPTER XVIII
CHAPTER XIX
CHAPTER XX
CHAPTER XXI
CHAPTER XXII
CHAPTER XXIII
CHAPTER XXIV
CHAPTER XXV
CHAPTER XXVI
CHAPTER XXVII
CHAPTER XXVIII
The Yellow House
I. The Yellow House
II. On The Moor
III. Mr. Bruce Deville
IV. Our Mysterious Neighbors
V. A South American Letter
VI. The Millionaire
VII. A Fruitless Appeal
VIII. The Coming Of Mr. Berdenstein
IX. A Terrible Interruption
X. Canon Of Belchester
XI. The Gathering Of The Cloud
XII. Mr. Berdenstein’s Sister
XIII. For Vengeance
XIV. Adelaide Fortress’s Guest
XV. The Likeness Of Philip Maltabar
XVI. “It Was My Father”
XVII. A Conference Or Two
XVIII. Friends
XIX. A Corner Of The Curtain
XX. I Am The Victim
XXI. Out Of Danger
XXII. An Unholy Compact
XXIII. In The Plantation
XXIV. My Dilemma
XXV. A Proposal
XXVI. The Evidence Of Circumstances
XXVII. A Ghost In Whitechapel
XXVIII. Eastminster
XXIX. The Breaking Of The Storm
XXX. The Master Of Colville Hall
The Cinema Murder
BOOK I
CHAPTER I
CHAPTER II
CHAPTER III
CHAPTER IV
CHAPTER V
CHAPTER VI
CHAPTER VII
CHAPTER VIII
CHAPTER IX
BOOK II
CHAPTER I
CHAPTER II
CHAPTER III
CHAPTER IV
CHAPTER V
BOOK III
CHAPTER I
CHAPTER II
CHAPTER III
CHAPTER IV
CHAPTER V
CHAPTER VI
CHAPTER VII
CHAPTER VIII
CHAPTER IX
CHAPTER X
CHAPTER XI
CHAPTER XII
CHAPTER XIII
CHAPTER XIV
CHAPTER XV
CHAPTER XVI
CHAPTER XVII
Anna the Adventuress
Chapter I
Chapter II
Chapter III
Chapter IV
Chapter V
Chapter VI
Chapter VII
Chapter VIII
Chapter IX
Chapter X
Chapter XI
Chapter XII
Chapter XIII
Chapter XIV
Chapter XV
Chapter XVI
Chapter XVII
Chapter XVIII
Chapter XIX
Chapter XX
Chapter XXI
Chapter XXII
Chapter XXIII
Chapter XXIV
Chapter XXV
Chapter XXVI
Chapter XXVII
Chapter XXVIII
Chapter XXIX
Chapter XXX
Chapter XXXI
Chapter XXXII
The Wicked Marquis
CHAPTER I
CHAPTER II
CHAPTER III
CHAPTER IV
CHAPTER V
CHAPTER VI
CHAPTER VII
CHAPTER VIII
CHAPTER IX
CHAPTER X
CHAPTER XI
CHAPTER XII
CHAPTER XIII
CHAPTER XIV
CHAPTER XV
CHAPTER XVI
CHAPTER XVII
CHAPTER XVIII
CHAPTER XIX
CHAPTER XX
CHAPTER XXI
CHAPTER XXII
CHAPTER XXIII
CHAPTER XXIV
CHAPTER XXV
CHAPTER XXVI
CHAPTER XXVII
CHAPTER XXVIII
CHAPTER XXIX
CHAPTER XXX
CHAPTER XXXI
CHAPTER XXXII
CHAPTER XXXIII
CHAPTER XXXIV
CHAPTER XXXV
CHAPTER XXXVI
The Box with the Broken Seals
CHAPTER I
CHAPTER II
CHAPTER III
CHAPTER IV
CHAPTER V
CHAPTER VI
CHAPTER VII
CHAPTER VIII
CHAPTER IX
CHAPTER X
CHAPTER XI
CHAPTER XII
CHAPTER XIII
CHAPTER XIV
CHAPTER XV
CHAPTER XVI
CHAPTER XVII
CHAPTER XVIII
CHAPTER XIX
CHAPTER XX
CHAPTER XXI
CHAPTER XXII
CHAPTER XXIII
CHAPTER XXIV
CHAPTER XXV
CHAPTER XXVI
CHAPTER XXVII
CHAPTER XXVIII
The Moving Finger
PROLOGUE
CHAPTER I
CHAPTER II
CHAPTER III
CHAPTER IV
CHAPTER V
CHAPTER VI
CHAPTER VII
CHAPTER VIII
CHAPTER IX
CHAPTER X
CHAPTER XI
CHAPTER XII
CHAPTER XIII
CHAPTER XIV
CHAPTER XV
CHAPTER XVI
CHAPTER XVII
CHAPTER XVIII
CHAPTER XIX
CHAPTER XX
CHAPTER XXI
CHAPTER XXII
CHAPTER XXIII
CHAPTER XXIV
CHAPTER XXV
CHAPTER XXVI
CHAPTER XXVII
CHAPTER XXVIII
CHAPTER XXIX
CHAPTER XXX
CHAPTER XXXI
CHAPTER XXXII
CHAPTER XXXIII
CHAPTER XXXIV
CHAPTER XXXV
CHAPTER XXXVI
EPILOGUE
The Black Box
Sanford Quest, Criminologist
The Apartment-House Mystery
The Hidden Hands
The Pocket Wireless
An Old Grudge
On the Rack
The Unseen Terror
The House of Mystery
The Inherited Sin
Lost in London
The Ship of Horror
A Desert Vengeance
’Neath Iron Wheels
Tongues of Flame
“A Bolt from the Blue”
Justice Cheated
The Golden Web
BOOK ONE
I. A LIFE FOR SALE
II. THE PURCHASE
III. A FAMILY AFFAIR
IV. A MURDER
V. A DEBT INCURRED
VI. AN IMPERIOUS DEMAND
VII. LOVE OR INTEREST?
VIII. AN AWFUL RESPONSIBILITY
IX. WINIFRED ROWAN
X. AT THE THEATRE
XI. AN APPEAL
XII. RUBY SINCLAIR
XIII. AN INFORMAL TEA-PARTY
XIV. AN UNEXPECTED VISITOR
XV. THE EFFECT OF A STORM
XVI. A REPRIEVE
XVII. A NEW DANGER
XVIII. AN EXPENSIVE KEY
XIX. THE SEARCH
XX. IN DOUBT
XXI. RUBY IS DISAPPOINTED
BOOK TWO
I. FREE TO DIE
II. A LAPSE OF MEMORY
III. A PAINFUL INTERVIEW
IV. A QUESTION
V. MUTUAL INFORMATION
VI. AN OPPORTUNE ARRIVAL
VII. HEFFEROM IS OPTIMISTIC
VIII. A BOLD MOVE
IX. LORD NUNNELEY IS FRANK
X. A BROKEN ENGAGEMENT
XI. BITTER WORDS
XII. A STRANGE BETROTHAL
XIII. DESPERATION
XIV. AN AFTERNOON'S SHOPPING
XV. A FRIEND
XVI. PASSION
XVII. A DESPAIRING CALL
XVIII. WINIFRED IS TRAPPED
XIX. MISS SINCLAIR'S OFFER
XX. THROUGH THE MILL
XXI. ALL AS IT SHOULD BE
The Great Secret
I. ROOM NO. 317
II. A MIDNIGHT RAID
III. MISS VAN HOYT
IV. A MATCH AT LORD'S
V. ON THE TERRACE
VI. "MR. GUEST"
VII. A TÊTE-À-TÊTE DINNER
VIII. IN THE TOILS
IX. AN UNEXPECTED VISITOR
X. "WORTLEY FOOTE—THE SPY"
XI. A LEGACY OF DANGER
XII. OLD FRIENDS
XIII. THE SHADOW DEEPENS
XIV. GATHERING JACKALS
XV. A DYING MAN
XVI. I TAKE UP MY LEGACY
XVII. NAGASKI'S INSTINCT
XVIII. IN THE DEATH CHAMBER
XIX. AN AFFAIR OF STATE
XX. TRAVELLING COMPANIONS
XXI. "FOR YOU!"
XXII. "LOVED I NOT HONOR MORE"
XXIII. THE PRETENDER
XXIV. A PRACTICAL WOMAN
XXV. A CABLE FROM EUROPE
XXVI. FOR VALUE RECEIVED
XXVII. INTERNATIONAL POLITICS
XXVIII. DOUBLE DEALING
XXIX. I CHANGE MY NATIONALITY
XXX. THE "WAITERS' UNION"
XXXI. IN THE ENEMY'S CAMP
XXXII. SIR GILBERT HAS A SURPRISE
XXXIII. A REUNION OF HEARTS
XXXIV. RIFLE PRACTICE
XXXV. "HIRSCH'S WIFE"
XXXVI. AN URGENT WARNING
XXXVII. THE BLACK BAG
XXXVIII. A LAST RESOURCE
XXXIX. WORKING THE ORACLE
XL. THE ORACLE SPEAKS
The Double Traitor
CHAPTER I
CHAPTER II
CHAPTER III
CHAPTER IV
CHAPTER V
CHAPTER VI
CHAPTER VII
CHAPTER VIII
CHAPTER IX
CHAPTER X
CHAPTER XI
CHAPTER XII
CHAPTER XIII
CHAPTER XIV
CHAPTER XV
CHAPTER XVI
CHAPTER XVII
CHAPTER XVIII
CHAPTER XIX
CHAPTER XX
CHAPTER XXI
CHAPTER XXII
CHAPTER XXIII
CHAPTER XXIV
CHAPTER XXV
CHAPTER XXVI
CHAPTER XXVII
CHAPTER XXVIII
CHAPTER XXIX
CHAPTER XXX
CHAPTER XXXI
CHAPTER XXXII
CHAPTER XXXIII
CHAPTER XXXIV
CHAPTER XXXV
CHAPTER XXXVI
CHAPTER XXXVII
CHAPTER XXXVIII
CHAPTER XXXIX
CHAPTER XL
The Vanished Messenger
CHAPTER I
CHAPTER II
CHAPTER III
CHAPTER IV
CHAPTER V
CHAPTER VI
CHAPTER VII
CHAPTER VIII
CHAPTER IX
CHAPTER X
CHAPTER XI
CHAPTER XII
CHAPTER XIII
CHAPTER XIV
CHAPTER XV
CHAPTER XVI
CHAPTER XVII
CHAPTER XVIII
CHAPTER XIX
CHAPTER XX
CHAPTER XXI
CHAPTER XXII
CHAPTER XXIII
CHAPTER XXIV
CHAPTER XXV
CHAPTER XXVI
CHAPTER XXVII
CHAPTER XXVIII
CHAPTER XXIX
CHAPTER XXX
CHAPTER XXXI
CHAPTER XXXII
CHAPTER XXXIII
CHAPTER XXXIV
CHAPTER XXXV
CHAPTER XXXVI
Havoc
I. CROWNED HEADS MEET
II. ARTHUR DORWARD'S "SCOOP"
III. "OURS IS A STRANGE COURTSHIP"
IV. THE NIGHT TRAIN FROM VIENNA
V. "VON BEHRLING HAS THE PACKET"
VI. VON BEHRLING IS TEMPTED
VII. "WE PLAY FOR GREAT STAKES"
VIII. THE HAND OF MISFORTUNE
IX. ROBBING THE DEAD
X. BELLAMY IS OUTWITTED
XI. VON BEHRLING'S FATE
XII. BARON DE STREUSS' PROPOSAL
XIII. STEPHEN LAVERICK'S CONSCIENCE
XIV. ARTHUR MORRISON'S COLLAPSE
XV. LAVERICK's PARTNER FLEES
XVI. THE WAITER AT THE "BLACK POST"
XVII. THE PRICE OF SILENCE
XVIII. THE LONELY CHORUS GIRL
XIX. MYSTERIOUS INQUIRIES
XX. LAVERICK IS CROSS-EXAMINED
XXI. MADEMOISELLE IDIALE'S VISIT
XXII. ACTIVITY OF AUSTRIAN SPIES
XXIII. LAVERICK AT THE OPERA
XXIV. A SUPPER PARTY AT LUIGI'S
XXV. JIM SHEPHERD'S SCARE
XXVI. THE DOCUMENT DISCOVERED
XXVII. PENETRATING A MYSTERY
XXVIII. LAVERICK'S NARROW ESCAPE
XXIX. LASSEN'S TREACHERY DISCOVERED
XXX. THE CONTEST FOR THE PAPERS
XXXI. MISS LENEVEU'S MESSAGE
XXXII. MORRISON IS DESPERATE
XXXIII. LAVERICK S ARREST
XXXIV. MORRISON'S DISCLOSURE
XXXV. BELLAMY'S SUCCESS
XXXVI. LAVERICK ACQUITTED
XXXVII. THE PLOT THAT FAILED
XXXVIII. A FAREWELL APPEARANCE
The Pawns Count
FOREWORD
CHAPTER I
CHAPTER II
CHAPTER III
CHAPTER IV
CHAPTER V
CHAPTER VI
CHAPTER VII
CHAPTER VIII
CHAPTER IX
CHAPTER X
CHAPTER XI
CHAPTER XII
CHAPTER XIII
CHAPTER XIV
CHAPTER XV
CHAPTER XVI
CHAPTER XVII
CHAPTER XVIII
CHAPTER XIX
CHAPTER XX
CHAPTER XXI
CHAPTER XXII
CHAPTER XXIII
CHAPTER XXIV
CHAPTER XXV
CHAPTER XXVI
CHAPTER XXVII
CHAPTER XXVIII
CHAPTER XXIX
CHAPTER XXX
CHAPTER XXXI
CHAPTER XXXII
CHAPTER XXXIII
CHAPTER XXXIV
CHAPTER XXXV
CHAPTER XXXVI
CHAPTER XXXVII
The Yellow Crayon
CHAPTER I
CHAPTER II
CHAPTER III
CHAPTER IV
CHAPTER V
CHAPTER VI
CHAPTER VII
CHAPTER VIII
CHAPTER IX
CHAPTER X
CHAPTER XI
CHAPTER XII
CHAPTER XIII
CHAPTER XIV
CHAPTER XV
CHAPTER XVI
CHAPTER XVII
CHAPTER XVIII
CHAPTER XIX
CHAPTER XX
CHAPTER XXI
CHAPTER XXII
CHAPTER XXIII
CHAPTER XXIV
CHAPTER XXV
CHAPTER XXVI
CHAPTER XXVII
CHAPTER XXVIII
CHAPTER XXIX
CHAPTER XXX
CHAPTER XXXI
CHAPTER XXXII
CHAPTER XXXIII
CHAPTER XXXIV
CHAPTER XXXV
CHAPTER XXXVI
CHAPTER XXXVII
CHAPTER XXXVIII
CHAPTER XXXIX
CHAPTER XL
CHAPTER XLI
CHAPTER XLII
CHAPTER XLIII
The Mischief Maker
BOOK ONE
CHAPTER I. SYMPATHY AND SELFISHNESS
CHAPTER II. AN INDISCREET LETTER
CHAPTER III. A RUINED CAREER
CHAPTER IV. A BUNCH OF VIOLETS
CHAPTER V. A SENTIMENTAL EPISODE
CHAPTER VI. AT THE CAFÉ L’ATHÉNÉE
CHAPTER VII. COFFEE FOR THREE
CHAPTER VIII. IN PARIS
CHAPTER IX. MADAME CHRISTOPHOR
CHAPTER X. BETTER ACQUAINTANCE
CHAPTER XI. THE TOYMAKER FROM LEIPZIG
CHAPTER XII. AT THE RAT MORT
CHAPTER XIII. POLITICS AND PATRIOTISM
CHAPTER XIV. THE MORNING AFTER
CHAPTER XV. BEHIND CLOSED DOORS
CHAPTER XVI. “HAVE YOU EVER LOVED?”
CHAPTER XVII. KENDRICKS IS HOST
CHAPTER XVIII. A MEETING OF SOCIALISTS
CHAPTER XIX. AN OFFER
CHAPTER XX. FALKENBERG ACTS
BOOK TWO
CHAPTER I. THE FLIGHT OF LADY ANNE
CHAPTER II. “TO OUR NEW SELVES”
CHAPTER III. WORK FOR JULIEN
CHAPTER IV. A STARTLING DISCLOSURE
CHAPTER V. THE FIRST ARTICLE
CHAPTER VI. FALKENBERG FAILS
CHAPTER VII. LADY ANNE DECLINES
CHAPTER VIII. A DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE
CHAPTER IX. FOOLHARDY JULIEN
CHAPTER X. THE SECOND ATTEMPT
CHAPTER XI. BY THE PRINCE’S ORDERS
CHAPTER XII. DISTRESSING NEWS
CHAPTER XIII. ESTERMEN’S DEATH-WARRANT
CHAPTER XIV. SANCTUARY
CHAPTER XV. NEARING A CRISIS
CHAPTER XVI. FALKENBERG’S LAST EFFORT
CHAPTER XVII. DEFEAT FOR FALKENBERG
CHAPTER XVIII. THE ONE WAY OUT
CHAPTER XIX. ALL ENDS WELL
Mysterious Mr. Sabin
I. A SUPPER PARTY AT THE "MILAN"
II. A DRAMA OF THE PAVEMENT
III. THE WARNING OF FELIX
IV. AT THE RUSSIAN AMBASSADOR'S
V. THE DILEMMA OF WOLFENDEN
VI. A COMPACT OF THREE
VII. WHO IS MR. SABIN?
VIII. A MEETING IN BOND STREET
IX. THE SHADOWS THAT GO BEFORE
X. THE SECRETARY
XI. THE FRUIT THAT IS OF GOLD
XII. WOLFENDEN'S LUCK
XIII. A GREAT WORK
XIV. THE TEMPTING OF MR. BLATHERWICK
XV. THE COMING AND GOING OF MR. FRANKLIN WILMOT
XVI. GENIUS OR MADNESS?
XVII. THE SCHEMING OF GIANTS
XVIII. "HE HAS GONE TO THE EMPEROR!"
XIX. WOLFENDEN'S LOVE-MAKING
XX. FROM A DIM WORLD
XXI. HARCUTT'S INSPIRATION
XXII. FROM THE BEGINNING
XXIII. MR. SABIN EXPLAINS
XXIV. THE WAY OF THE WOMAN
XXV. A HANDFUL OF ASHES
XXVI. MR. BLATHERWICK AS ST. ANTHONY
XXVII. BY CHANCE OR DESIGN
XXVIII. A MIDNIGHT VISITOR
XXIX. "IT WAS MR. SABIN"
XXX. THE GATHERING OF THE WAR-STORM
XXXI. "I MAKE NO PROMISE"
XXXII. THE SECRET OF MR. SABIN'S NIECE
XXXIII. MR. SABIN TRIUMPHS
XXXIV. BLANCHE MERTON'S LITTLE PLOT
AXXXV. LITTLE GAME OF CARDS
XXXVI. THE MODERN RICHELIEU
XXXVII. FOR A GREAT STAKE
XXXVIII. THE MEN WHO SAVED ENGLAND
XXXIX. THE HEART OF THE PRINCESS
XL. THE WAY TO PAU
XLI. MR. AND MRS. WATSON OF NEW YORK
XLII. A WEAK CONSPIRATOR
XLIII. THE COMING OF THE "KAISER WILHELM"
XLIV. THE GERMANS ARE ANNOYED
XLV. MR. SABIN IN DANGER
XLVI. MR. WATSON IS ASTONISHED
XLVII. A CHARMED LIFE
XLVIII. THE DOOMSCHEN
XLIX. MR. SABIN IS SENTIMENTAL
L. A HARBOUR TRAGEDY
LI. THE PERSISTENCE OF FELIX
LII. MRS. JAMES B. PETERSON, OF LENOX
Jeanne of the Marshes
BOOK I
CHAPTER I
CHAPTER II
CHAPTER III
CHAPTER IV
CHAPTER V
CHAPTER VI
CHAPTER VII
CHAPTER VIII
CHAPTER IX
CHAPTER X
CHAPTER XI
CHAPTER XII
CHAPTER XIII
CHAPTER XIV
CHAPTER XV
CHAPTER XVI
CHAPTER XVII
CHAPTER XVIII
CHAPTER XIX
CHAPTER XX
CHAPTER XXI
BOOK II
CHAPTER I
CHAPTER II
CHAPTER III
CHAPTER IV
CHAPTER V
CHAPTER VI
CHAPTER VII
CHAPTER VIII
CHAPTER IX
CHAPTER X
CHAPTER XI
CHAPTER XII
CHAPTER XIII
CHAPTER XIV
CHAPTER XV
CHAPTER XVI
CHAPTER XVII
CHAPTER XVIII
CHAPTER XIX
CHAPTER XX
The Malefactor
BOOK I
A SOCIETY SCANDAL
OUTSIDE THE PALE
A STUDENT OF CHARACTER
A DELICATE MISSION
THE GOSPEL OF HATE
“HAST THOU FOUND ME, O MINE ENEMY?”
LORD OF THE MANOR
THE HEART OF A CHILD
THE SWORD OF DAMOCLES
A FORLORN HOPE
PROFESSOR SINCLAIR’S DANCING ACADEMY
MEPHISTOPHELES ON A STEAMER
A COCKNEY CONSPIRATOR
THE MOTH AND THE CANDLE
“DEVIL TAKE THE HINDMOST”
THE HIDDEN HAND
BOOK II
“MR. WINGRAVE FROM AMERICA”
THE SHADOW OF A FEAR
JULIET ASKS QUESTIONS
LADY RUTH’S LAST CARD
GUARDIAN AND WARD
GHOSTS OF DEAD THINGS
SPREADING THE NETS
IN THE TOILS
THE INDISCRETION OF THE MARCHIONESS
“I AM MISANTHROPOS, AND HATE MANKIND”
JULIET GAINS EXPERIENCE
NEMESIS AT WORK
RICHARDSON TRIES AGAIN
“IT WAS AN ACCIDENT”
AYNESWORTH PLANS A LOVE STORY
A DEED OF GIFT
FOR PITY’S SAKE
A DREAM OF PARADISE
THE AWAKENING
REVENGE IS—BITTER
THE WAY OF PEACE
“LOVE SHALL MAKE ALL THINGS NEW”
A Lost Leader
BOOK I
I. RECONSTRUCTION
II. THE WOMAN WITH AN ALIAS
III. WANTED—A POLITICIAN
IV. THE DUCHESS ASKS A QUESTION
V. THE HESITATION OF MR. MANNERING
VI. SACRIFICE
VII. THE DUCHESS’S “AT HOME”
VIII. THE MANNERING MYSTERY
IX. THE PUMPING OF MRS. PHILLIMORE
X. THE MAN WITH A MOTIVE
XI. MANNERING’S ALTERNATIVE
BOOK II
I. BORROWDEAN MAKES A BARGAIN
II. “CHERCHEZ LA FEMME”
III. ONE OF THE “SUFFERERS”
IV. DEBTS OF HONOUR
V. LOVE VERSUS POLITICS
VI. THE CONSCIENCE OF A STATESMAN
VII. A BLOW FOR BORROWDEAN
VIII. A PAGE FROM THE PAST
IX. THE FALTERING OF MANNERING
X. THE END OF A DREAM
XI. BORROWDEAN SHOWS HIS “HAND”
XII. SIR LESLIE BORROWDEAN INCURS A HEAVY DEBT
XIII. THE WOMAN AND—THE OTHER WOMAN
BOOK III
I. MATRIMONY AND AN AWKWARD MEETING
II. THE SNUB FOR BORROWDEAN
III. CLOUDS—AND A CALL TO ARMS
IV. DISASTER
V. THE JOURNALIST INTERVENES
VI. TREACHERY AND A TELEGRAM
VII. MR. MANNERING, M.P.
VIII. PLAYING THE GAME
IX. THE TRAGEDY OF A KEY
X. BLANCHE FINDS A WAY OUT
BOOK IV
I. THE PERSISTENCY OF BORROWDEAN
II. HESTER THINKS IT “A GREAT PITY”
I. SUMMONED TO WINDSOR
IV. CHECKMATE TO BORROWDEAN
V. A BRAZEN PROCEEDING
The Survivor
I. THE SERMON THAT WAS NEVER PREACHED
II. A STRANGE BETROTHAL
III. THE MAN WHO WAS IN A HURRY
IV. EXIT MR. DOUGLAS GUEST
V. HOW THE ADDRESS WAS LOST
VI. THE YOUNG MAN FROM THE COUNTRY HEARS SOME NEWS
VII. A NIGHT IN HELL—AND NEXT DAY
VIII. THE AUTHOR OF "NO MAN'S LAND"
IX. THE EDITOR OF THE IBEX RECEIVES A STRANGE LETTER
X. A WOMAN OF WHIMS
XI. DOUGLAS GUEST GETS HIS "CHANCE"
XII. THE MAN WHO NEARLY WENT UNDER
XIII. THE FIRST TASTE OF FAME
XIV. A VISITOR FROM SCOTLAND YARD
XV. EMILY DE REUSS TELLS A LIE
XVI. JOAN STRONG, AVENGER
XVII. A PLAIN QUESTION AND A WARNING
XVIII. THE TASTE OF THE LOTUS
XIX. A MAN WITHOUT A PAST
XX. CICELY ASKS A QUESTION
XXI. THE REBELLION OF DREXLEY
XXII. DREXLEY SPEAKS OUT
XXIII. CICELY'S SECRET
XXIV. THE COUNTESS, THE COUSIN, AND THE CRITIC
XXV. A TRAGIC INTERRUPTION
XXVI. A VISITOR FOR DOUGLAS JESSON
XXVII. FELLOW-CRIMINALS
XXVIII. THE LITTLE FIGURE IN BLACK
XXIX. JOAN STRONG FINDS HER BROTHER
XXX. DAVID AND JOAN
XXXI. DREXLEY FORESEES DANGER
XXXII. A SUPPER AT THE "MILAN," AND A MEETING
XXXIII. A MISUNDERSTANDING
XXXIV. THE WOOING OF CICELY
XXXV. THE NET OF JOAN'S VENGEANCE
XXXVI. A SCENE AT THE CLUB
XXXVII. CICELY MAKES HER CHOICE
XXXVIII. "SHE WAS A WOMAN: I WAS A COWARD!"
XXXIX. A JOURNEY—AND A WEDDING
XL. A CALL BEFORE THE CURTAIN
The Great Prince Shan
CHAPTER I
CHAPTER II
CHAPTER III
CHAPTER IV
CHAPTER V
CHAPTER VI
CHAPTER VII
CHAPTER VIII
CHAPTER IX
CHAPTER X
CHAPTER XI
CHAPTER XII
CHAPTER XIII
CHAPTER XIV
CHAPTER XV
CHAPTER XVI
CHAPTER XVII
CHAPTER XVIII
CHAPTER XIX
CHAPTER XX
CHAPTER XXI
CHAPTER XXII
CHAPTER XXIII
CHAPTER XXIV
CHAPTER XXV
CHAPTER XXVI
CHAPTER XXVII
CHAPTER XXVIII
CHAPTER XXIX
CHAPTER XXX
CHAPTER XXXI
CHAPTER XXXII
Berenice
CHAPTER I
CHAPTER II
CHAPTER III
CHAPTER IV
CHAPTER V
CHAPTER VI
CHAPTER VII
CHAPTER VIII
CHAPTER IX
CHAPTER X
CHAPTER XI
CHAPTER XII
CHAPTER XIII
CHAPTER XIV
CHAPTER XV
CHAPTER XVI
CHAPTER XVII
The Hillman
I
II
III
IV
V
VI
VII
VIII
IX
X
XI
XII
XIII
XIV
XV
XVI
XVII
XVIII
XIX
XX
XXI
XXII
XXIII
XXIV
XXV
XXVI
XXVII
XXVIII
XXIX
XXX
XXXI
XXXII
XXXIII
XXXIV
XXXV
XXXVI
XXXVII
XXXVIII
A Millionaire of Yesterday
CHAPTER I
CHAPTER II
CHAPTER III
CHAPTER IV
CHAPTER V
CHAPTER VI
CHAPTER VII
CHAPTER VIII
CHAPTER IX
CHAPTER X
CHAPTER XI
CHAPTER XII
CHAPTER XIII
CHAPTER XIV
CHAPTER XV
CHAPTER XVI
CHAPTER XVII
CHAPTER XVIII
CHAPTER XIX
CHAPTER XX
CHAPTER XXI
CHAPTER XXII
CHAPTER XXIII
CHAPTER XXIV
CHAPTER XXV
CHAPTER XXVI
CHAPTER XXVII
CHAPTER XXVIII
CHAPTER XXIX
CHAPTER XXX
CHAPTER XXXI
CHAPTER XXXII
CHAPTER XXXIII
CHAPTER XXXIV
CHAPTER XXXV
CHAPTER XXXVI
CHAPTER XXXVII
CHAPTER XXXVIII
CHAPTER XXXIX
CHAPTER XL
CHAPTER XLI
CHAPTER XLII


The Great Impersonation

CHAPTER I
The trouble from which great events were to come began when Everard Dominey, who had been fighting his way through the scrub for the last three quarters of an hour towards those thin, spiral wisps of smoke, urged his pony to a last despairing effort and came crashing through the great oleander shrub to pitch forward on his head in the little clearing. It developed the next morning, when he found himself for the first time for many months on the truckle bed, between linen sheets, with a cool, bamboo-twisted roof between him and the relentless sun. He raised himself a little in the bed.

Where the mischief am I? he demanded.

A black boy, seated cross-legged in the entrance of the banda, rose to his feet, mumbled something and disappeared. In a few moments the tall, slim figure of a European, in spotless white riding clothes, stooped down and came over to Domineys side.

You are better? he enquired politely.

Yes, I am, was the somewhat brusque rejoinder. Where the mischief am I, and who are you?

The newcomers manner stiffened. He was a person of dignified carriage, and his tone conveyed some measure of rebuke.

You are within half a mile of the Iriwarri River, if you know where that is, he replied,–about seventy-two miles southeast of the Darawaga Settlement.

The devil! Then I am in German East Africa?

Without a doubt.

And you are German?

I have that honour.

Dominey whistled softly.

Awfully sorry to have intruded, he said. I left Marlinstein two and a half months ago, with twenty boys and plenty of stores. We were doing a big trek after lions. I took some new Askaris in and they made trouble,–looted the stores one night and there was the devil to pay. I was obliged to shoot one or two, and the rest deserted. They took my compass, damn them, and Im nearly a hundred miles out of my bearings. You couldnt give me a drink, could you?

With pleasure, if the doctor approves, was the courteous answer. Here, Jan!

The boy sprang up, listened to a word or two of brief command in his own language, and disappeared through the hanging grass which led into another hut. The two men exchanged glances of rather more than ordinary interest. Then Dominey laughed.

I know what youre thinking, he said. It gave me quite a start when you came in. Were devilishly alike, arent we?

There is a very strong likeness between us, the other admitted.

Dominey leaned his head upon his hand and studied his host. The likeness was clear enough, although the advantage was all in favour of the man who stood by the side of the camp bedstead with folded arms. Everard Dominey, for the first twenty-six years of his life, had lived as an ordinary young Englishman of his position,–Eton, Oxford, a few years in the Army, a few years about town, during which he had succeeded in making a still more hopeless muddle of his already encumbered estates: a few months of tragedy, and then a blank. Afterwards ten years–at first in the cities, then in the dark places of Africa–years of which no man knew anything. The Everard Dominey of ten years ago had been, without a doubt, good-looking. The finely shaped features remained, but the eyes had lost their lustre, his figure its elasticity, his mouth its firmness. He had the look of a man run prematurely to seed, wasted by fevers and dissipation. Not so his present companion. His features were as finely shaped, cast in an even stronger though similar mould. His eyes were bright and full of fire, his mouth and chin firm, bespeaking a man of deeds, his tall figure lithe and supple. He had the air of being in perfect health, in perfect mental and physical condition, a man who lived with dignity and some measure of content, notwithstanding the slight gravity of his expression.

Yes, the Englishman muttered, theres no doubt about the likeness, though I suppose I should look more like you than I do if Id taken care of myself. But I havent. Thats the devil of it. Ive gone the other way; tried to chuck my life away and pretty nearly succeeded, too.

The dried grasses were thrust on one side, and the doctor entered,–a little round man, also clad in immaculate white, with yellow- gold hair and thick spectacles. His countryman pointed towards the bed.

Will you examine our patient, Herr Doctor, and prescribe for him what is necessary? He has asked for drink. Let him have wine, or whatever is good for him. If he is well enough, he will join our evening meal. I present my excuses. I have a despatch to write.

The man on the couch turned his head and watched the departing figure with a shade of envy in his eyes.

What is my preservers name? he asked the doctor.

The latter looked as though the questions were irreverent.

It is His Excellency the Major-General Baron Leopold Von Ragastein.

All that! Dominey muttered. Is he the Governor, or something of that sort?

He is Military Commandant of the Colony, the doctor replied. He has also a special mission here.

Damned fine-looking fellow for a German, Dominey remarked, with unthinking insolence.

The doctor was unmoved. He was feeling his patients pulse. He concluded his examination a few minutes later.

You have drunk much whisky lately, so? he asked.

I dont know what the devil its got to do with you, was the curt reply, but I drink whisky whenever I can get it. Who wouldnt in this pestilential climate!

The doctor shook his head.

The climate is good as he is treated, he declared. His Excellency drinks nothing but light wine and seltzer water. He has been here for five years, not only here but in the swamps, and he has not been ill one day.

Well, I have been at deaths door a dozen times, the Englishman rejoined a little recklessly, and I dont much mind when I hand in my checks, but until that time comes I shall drink whisky whenever I can get it.

The cook is preparing you some luncheon, the doctor announced, and it will do you good to eat. I cannot give you whisky at this moment, but you can have some hock and seltzer with bay leaves.

Send it along, was the enthusiastic reply. What a constitution I must have, doctor! The smell of that cooking outside is making me ravenous.

Your constitution is still sound if you would only respect it, was the comforting assurance.

Anything been heard of the rest of my party? Dominey enquired.

Some bodies of Askaris have been washed up from the river, the doctor informed him, and two of your ponies have been eaten by lions. You will excuse. I have the wounds of a native to dress, who was bitten last night by a jaguar.

The traveller, left alone, lay still in the hut, and his thoughts wandered backwards. He looked out over the bare, scrubby stretch of land which had been cleared for this encampment to the mass of bush and flowering shrubs beyond, mysterious and impenetrable save for that rough elephant track along which he had travelled; to the broad-bosomed river, blue as the sky above, and to the mountains fading into mist beyond. The face of his host had carried him back into the past. Puzzled reminiscence tugged at the strings of memory. It came to him later on at dinner time, when they three, the Commandant, the doctor and himself, sat at a little table arranged just outside the hut, that they might catch the faint breeze from the mountains, herald of the swift- falling darkness. Native servants beat the air around them with bamboo fans to keep off the insects, and the air was faint almost to noxiousness with the perfume of some sickly, exotic shrub.

Why, youre Devinter! he exclaimed suddenly,–Sigismund Devinter! You were at Eton with me–Horrocks House–semi-final in the racquets.

And Magdalen afterwards, number five in the boat.

And why the devil did the doctor here tell me that your name was Von Ragastein?

Because it happens to be the truth, was the somewhat measured reply. Devinter is my family name, and the one by which I was known when in England. When I succeeded to the barony and estates at my uncles death, however, I was compelled to also take the title.

Well, its a small world! Dominey exclaimed. What brought you out here really–lions or elephants?

Neither.

You mean to say that youve taken up this sort of political business just for its own sake, not for sport?

Entirely so. I do not use a sporting rifle once a month, except for necessity. I came to Africa for different reasons.

Dominey drank deep of his hock and seltzer and leaned back, watching the fireflies rise above the tall-bladed grass, above the stumpy clumps of shrub, and hang like miniature stars in the clear, violet air.

What a world! he soliloquised. Siggy Devinter, Baron Von Ragastein, out here, slaving for God knows what, drilling niggers to fight God knows whom, a political machine, I suppose, future Governor-General of German Africa, eh? You were always proud of your country, Devinter.

My country is a country to be proud of, was the solemn reply.

Well, youre in earnest, anyhow, Dominey continued, in earnest about something. And I–well, its finished with me. It would have been finished last night if I hadnt seen the smoke from your fires, and I dont much care–thats the trouble. I go blundering on. I suppose the end will come somehow, sometime–Can I have some rum or whisky, Devinter–I mean Von Ragastein–Your Excellency–or whatever I ought to say? You see those wreaths of mist down by the river? Theyll mean malaria for me unless I have spirits.

I have something better than either, Von Ragastein replied. You shall give me your opinion of this.

The orderly who stood behind his masters chair, received a whispered order, disappeared into the commissariat hut and came back presently with a bottle at the sight of which the Englishman gasped.

Napoleon! he exclaimed.

Just a few bottles I had sent to me, his host explained. I am delighted to offer it to some one who will appreciate it.

By Jove, theres no mistake about that! Dominey declared, rolling it around in his glass. What a world! I hadnt eaten for thirty hours when I rolled up here last night, and drunk nothing but filthy water for days. To- night, fricassee of chicken, white bread, cabinet hock and Napoleon brandy. And to-morrow again–well, who knows? When do you move on, Von Ragastein?

Not for several days.

What the mischief do you find to do so far from headquarters, if you dont shoot lions or elephants? his guest asked curiously.

If you really wish to know, Von Ragastein replied, I am annoying your political agents immensely by moving from place to place, collecting natives for drill.

But what do you want to drill them for? Dominey persisted. I heard some time ago that you have four times as many natives under arms as we have. You dont want an army here. Youre not likely to quarrel with us or the Portuguese.

It is our custom, Von Ragastein declared a little didactically, in Germany and wherever we Germans go, to be prepared not only for what is likely to happen but for what might possibly happen.

A war in my younger days, when I was in the Army, Dominey mused, might have made a man of me.

Surely you had your chance out here?

Dominey shook his head.
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