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Throughout the past twenty years, I have been contributing 
op-ed articles to various periodicals, considering this Kultur-
träger job as important as academic writing and lecturing and 
other related activities. It was David Marples, however, who 
persuaded me to do this on a regular basis, contributing my 
monthly comments to the blog Current Politics in Ukraine 
that he edits through the Stasiuk Program for the Study of 
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ian Studies. I was free to cover any topic I wished, from any 
angle, and even generously allowed to overstep the regular 
length for op-ed articles of 1,000 words.
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often initiated them himself. The book that emerged is, in a 
way, a sequel to the previous one that he published back in 
2009 under the title Mrs. Simpson’s Favorite Gun. The Chron-
icles of the Orange Defeat. Those “chronicles,” however, had 
not been coherent enough, even though they reflected, as the 
subtitle suggested, both the general tendency of the orange 
dysfunctional governance and its anticipated end.

The new “chronicles” – of the authoritarian consolida-
tion – remain open-ended since I feel it is just too early to 
predict the time and the way in which Yanukovych’s klepto-
cratic regime might fall. The new “chronicles” cover the 2010-
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2012 developments in Ukraine more systematically, with due 
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There were quite a few sources that influenced my under-
standing and interpretation of political processes in Ukraine. 
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ly in editorials. A couple of the most inspiring texts, howev-
er, should be mentioned.

First of all, there was the classic book by Robert Put-
nam “Making Democracy Work” (special thanks to Prof. Ya-
roslav Hrytsak who drew my attention to it). Additionally, 
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mail state”, Paul D’Anieri on Ukraine’s flawed institutional 
design, the late Dmitri Furman on post-Soviet “imitative de-
mocracies,” and Thomas Carothers and Lucan Way on the 
various characteristics of “hybrid regimes” to which Ukraine 
definitely belongs.

I am obliged to many more colleagues and friends who 
shared with me their books, articles, ideas, opinions and, 
sometimes, bread and wine and living space. Needless to say, 
however, no persons or institutions share responsibility for 
the opinions expressed in this book or the possible mistakes 
made by the author.
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