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I. KENDALL STARTS TO JOIN THE DOLPHIN
“HULLO, Branson! Who’d have thought of seeing you up here! Thought you were away yachting with your dad! Did you get too seasick in that last gale, and decide to turn a landsman?”

The scene was Paddington Station. At the bookstall a young lad had been buying a paper, when he had heard himself addressed as above, and had felt a light touch on his arm.

He was a good-looking youngster, neither very dark nor very fair, and rather stout-built; somewhat, it may be said, of the sturdy, John Bull type of figure. His dark-blue suit, with its bright metal buttons, betokened the young, seafaring cadet. His keen, grey eyes, as he turned them towards the one who had addressed him, were frank and honest-looking.

He saw, standing looking at him, another lad about his own age, and dressed in a suit almost identical with his own. A fair, curly-headed, rather slim youngster, with, he thought, the merriest, most roguish-looking blue eyes he had ever seen.

“I–er–beg your pardon,” he said, “but were you speaking to me? Did you say Branson? That’s not my name–”

“Eh? Not your name? Oh, I’m sorry! I can see you’re not Branson now I’ve got a better look at you. But you’re uncommonly like–like, well, like one of our crowd!”

“That’s all right. No harm done,” was the answer given with a good-humored nod. “Are you one of the Dolphin chaps?”

“Hit it first time, sonny,” returned the other, with an air of easy-going nonchalance. “I’m a Dolphin boy, right enough; name, Wilfrid Caryll, commonly known as Will Caryll for short; sometimes–about December in each year–called Christmas Caryll, by cheeky kids who think they’ve hit upon something new. But you, sonny? If you’re not Branson–and I can see now you’re not–you’re a bit darker–who are you? Where d’ye hail from, and where are ye bound for?”

The first lad smiled at the stranger’s jaunty, free-and-easy manner.

“My name’s Jack Kendall,” he said, “and I’m on my way to join the Dolphin too. Perhaps if I tell you that I have a cousin–Clement Branson–already there, it may explain what’s puzzling you.”

Caryll whistled.

“Oh, that’s the explanation! Of course I know Clem Branson; but, I say”–here the speaker paused–”if you’re a new boy, and Branson your cousin, I s’pose he knew you were coming; so why didn’t he tell us? Never a word has he said about it, so far as I’ve heard.”

Kendall flushed, and looked embarrassed; but ere he could reply another voice–a man’s voice this time–broke in:

“What, Branson? I did not know you were up here!”

Kendall swung round, and found himself face to face with a tall, fine-looking, elderly gentleman, who was standing regarding him with a perplexed frown.

Young Caryll stepped towards him and explained:
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