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Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur 
adipiscing elit. Vivamus ut posuere augue. 
Ut mollis nibh sit amet neque cursus mattis. 
Donec varius consectetur interdum. In tinci-
dunt iaculis facilisis. Class aptent taciti 
sociosqu ad litora torquent per conubia 
nostra, per inceptos himenaeos. In urna elit, 
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The art, the oral  
and the written intertwined  

in African Cultures

The current issue of “The Artistic Traditions of Non-Europeans Countries” is devoted to Afri-
can cultures and it addresses matters which go beyond issues related to visual arts. In this 
volume the authors rather search for relations between arts and communication in different 
African settings. 

Over millennia people have applied different ideas with the view to make ephemeral oral 
communication, or at least the ideas carried by spoken words, last longer. The tools applied 
to different thoughts have changed and developed, but the main aims remained the same 
since the most ancient times. They are: to be able to remember what was once said, to 
“freeze” and save what was once said or thought for future generations and also to use 
simple signs to make references, so that the others think about exactly the same ideas in 
the same context as expected. 

This volume offers a glimpse into different aspects of how people communicated in the past 
and how they communicate today in Africa with the use of a wide spectrum of different tools 
and methods using art, orality and writing. In the centre of interest of the authors remains 
the area which is common to all these manners of passing on information and conveying 
messages, the area which reflects how orality and visuality influence each other.
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