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Appendix 9: Dress codes

code. The required dress code is usually provided on invitation or poster 

regarding certain invent. The details of the most common dress codes are 

Dress codes

White Tie State Dinner

ves for dancing are appropriate.

or black.
Glamorous makeup and dramatic 

Black Tie Evening party A tuxedo.

merbund/vest/studs, and patent 
leather shoes are also suggested, 
but matte black shoes are also ac

A chic cocktail dress or a long eve

estions about the appropriate 
dress length.

For m a l / 
Black Tie 
Optional

Evening 
cocktail party 
in the embassy 
hosted in honor 
of a national 
holiday

Tuxedo is encouraged but isn’t 

Black patent leather shoes or mat
te black shoes are acceptable fo

A long dress, a dressy suit, 

gray, or black.

Black Tie 
Creative

Event 
in a national 
gallery prints, patterns, colors, or acces

yet less strict look. Colors should 

smatch, but you can explore out

dy reds, plums, greys, and navy 
blues.

Instead of a formal dress or eve

terns and sparkly sequins.

accessories.

Formal
Garden party A suit and tie, dark or light de

pending on the season
and time of day.

A cocktail dress or a dressy skirt 
and top.



Exchange on Ukraine



Working dinner of the North Atlantic Council held at the level of Heads 
of State and Government.

.

US President Donald Trump and NATO Secretary General Jens Stolten

 Photos, videos and articles are released under the legally recognized terms of “Fair Use” 



US President Barack Obama at State Dinner: seated black tie party.

Obama Presidential Library17.

Table arrangement at State Dinner

17 These photo and video galleries are a peek into the Barack Obama Presidential Library 
holdings. These materials are in the public domain and do not require permission and/
or licensing for use. Please credit: Courtesy Barack Obama Presidential Library. https://



They are often shorter than parties and less emphasized on the menu. The rule 

according to the rule of precedence and their function.

No

No

Time

Whittles 



Elaborated on the basis of: Ibid.



Common seating arrangements: English and French

 , 



The shape should be chosen according to:

1. Function of the party,

What are the resources available,

rectangular or oval table.

 G7 meeting 

There are three main functions of parties:

1. 

Social (French: conviviale).

code and can take longer than those organized during the day.

Other important type of meetings in diplomacy are  They 

(French: )  

mits and conferences, and are a staple for multilateral diplomacy in European 

Union, North Atlantic Treaty Organization or intergovernmental political 

not considered parties: only members of the delegation present at talks are 



The rules of precedence must be strictly adhered to, yet common interests 

states represented by guests at the party may come before the rules of prec

In case of the sitting parties, after the aperitif is over the seating chart (also 

 board or 

parties they only great their neighbors.

Shape of the table is important as it creates a certain atmosphere thus in

) 

are deemed to be one of the most elegant and are often found at Royal Parties 

Round (circular, French: ) and oval tables (French: ) 

are popular for their lack of corners, enhancing the experience of equality 

Multiple tables can be arranged for certain parties, e.g. during state dinners 

 



Appendix 8: Diplomatic parties and working meals

 (receptions, French: réception) are most important social events (French: 

helps in treating partners more kindly. Parties are often organized in a sophis

Parties came in three main forms:

1. Standing party (

as garden parties),

(free sitting or  ),

aperitif before guest are invited 

alcohol is served).

Sitting parties are particularly challenging to organize, as seating arrangement 

(French: ) is one of the most important tasks of diplomatic 

arrangement:

1. 

of honor seats closest to the hostess, at her right side or  to the host,

should never sit next to each other but at the opposing sides of the table. 

Hosts should remember to have an even number of male and female guests.


