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  Dear Reader,


  It is awell-known fact that politics is all about distribution: who gets what and how; acause for much disillusionment among all political systems, including democracy. And yet it is also something that makes politics so exciting to watch and analyse. At least for many of us.


  Having no illusions that this classic definition of politics is nowhere better seen than in energy policy, theautumn 2012 issue of New Eastern Europe presents aglimpse into afew of thegames being played in theregion, such as Russia’s move to focus on oil exports to China, Lithuania’s nuclear power ambitions, Ukraine’s internal tug-of-war with natural gas, and thewater struggles between thestates of Central Asia.


  In addition, six months since being re-elected to theKremlin, Vladimir Putin and thepolitics in Russia continue to be an area in need of closer examination. Jadwiga Rogoża, from theWarsaw-based Centre for Eastern Studies, provides adetailed picture of those with whom Putin surrounds himself, as well as an analysis of theevolution of theKremlin’s political vision, while Luke Harding from theGuardian newspaper discusses his time as aforeign correspondent in Moscow and theintimidation tactics used by theRussians against him and his family. And yet for those of us who like to believe in theoverwhelming role of theKGB, Eugeniusz Smolar advises that we take alittle more balanced look, as he discusses thenew book by Edward Lucas of TheEconomist.


  This once again proves that we cannot use theword “boring” when it comes to Europe’s East where, as Vitaly Portnikov tries to convince us, theend of thepost-Soviet system has already begun, and Paweł Świeboda, seeing Europe’s “zone of oblivion” in Ukraine, points to thedisappointment in Brussels and that “losing Ukraine” would mean atrue fiasco of akey Polish diplomatic project.


  Among theother great pieces in this issue, we would like to draw your attention to one in thehistory section. In it, we present theextremely unique story of Andriy Chaban, an elderly Ukrainian who reveals some fascinating details about his life during theSecond World War, in which he served in three different armies.


  Lastly, this issue marks thefirst anniversary of New Eastern Europe. We would like to thank all those readers and subscribers who have joined us in this important dialogue over thepast year, and we would like to welcome many more to join us in he years to come. We look forward to hearing from you online at www.neweasterneurope.eu, as well as on Facebook and Twitter.
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  Oil Goes East

  Alexandr Yakuba


  Russia’s oil exports are in decline, and with the construction of the new Eastern Siberia-Pacific Ocean (ESPO) pipeline, the countries of Central Europe are set to be among those most affected.


  During thefirst half of the2000s, Russian oil exports increased, reaching wa peak in the supply of “black gold”. Since thispeak, however, exports have begun to slowly decline. In 2007 Russia sold 259 million tonnes of oil, while it only sold 237 million tonnes in 2011: adecrease of 8.5 per cent; and this tendency is expected to continue in thefuture.


  This trend was echoed in arecent speech by thenew Russian Minister of Economic Development, Andrey Belousov, on thechallenges facing theRussian economy. Theminister believes that Russia is living through aperiod when oil production and exports won’t grow any further. “This is avery serious situation which was unknown until recently. Iwould like to remind you that prior to 2007 at least three per cent of theseven to eight per cent of annual growth was provided by theincreasing exports of oil,” Belousov said at theSt. Petersburg Economic Forum.


  Zero growth


  According to Belousov, Russia has entered avery long period characterised by zero growth in oil production. “Even mid-term forecasts assume that oil production will stabilise at alevel of around 510 million tonnes ayear, despite thefact that domestic consumption of oil and petroleum products will grow and oil exports will shrink. In other words, oil exports are becoming aslowdown factor rather than agrowth factor,” theminister concluded.


  Themain reason for thestabilisation of oil production lies in thefact that thegiant fields in Western Siberia, theexploitation of which began in the1960s and 70s, have entered aphase of declining production. As aresult, thebeginning of theexploitation of new fields can only compensate for thedecline in production from older fields.


  ESPO will become one of thelargest pipelines in theworld.


  At thesame time, domestic oil consumption is growing. Theamount of automobiles in Russia is rapidly increasing. TheRussian car market has caught up with theGerman one, and thetotal number of cars, buses, vans and trucks reached 42 million by thebeginning of 2012. During 2011, theamount of cars increased by one million, although Russia is still far behind Western Europe in terms of cars per 1,000 people. Most experts predict that this trend of increasing car usage will continue in Russia in thenear future.


  The growth in the number of vehicles on theroad goes hand-in-hand with theincrease in consumption of petrol. According to Rosstat (Russia’s Federal State Statistic Service  editor’s note), sales of petrol in Russia in May 2012 were 12 per cent higher than theprevious year in. Under these conditions, less oil is sold abroad, although theopportunities for exports have increased.


  Window to Asia


  Ten years ago, Russian oil companie s faced aserious problem: theincrease in oil exports was hampered by thelack of asufficient number of export pipelines and oil terminals. Several projects aimed at addressing this problem were then initiated, with theconstruction of theEastern Siberia-Pacific Ocean (ESPO) pipeline being among them.


  Theaim of theproject was to link oil fields in Eastern Siberia to theAsian market. Thefirst stage of thepipeline was finished in late 2009 and reached thetown of Skovorodino in theAmur region. Oil is loaded onto railway tankers and then transported to Kozmino Bay on thePacific coast. Currently, 15 million tonnes of oil ayear is being transported this way, and another 15 million tonnes goes to China through theSkovorodino-Daqing pipeline, completed in 2010.


  Railway transportation of oil, however, is expensive and costs about 80 US dollars per tonne. It was therefore decided to build apipeline to thecoast. In June 2012, thesecond stage of filling thepipeline began. Thefirst fuelling of tankers directly from the new pipeline in the port of Kozmino is expected to happen in December 2012, and as aresult, ESPO will become one of thelargest pipelines in theworld, with alength of almost 5,000 kilometres.


  Thecapacity of thesecond completed stage of theESPO pipeline will be 30 million tonnes of oil ayear, and there are plans to increase it to 50 million tonnes in thefuture. However, concerns are being voiced that there won’t be enough oil to fill thepipeline. Calculations on oil delivery are based on thecompletion of new fields in Eastern Siberia. Only one large oil field in Vankor is currently being exploited, and at thepeak of its production it is only expected to supply only 15 million tonnes of oil ayear.


  Therefore, in order to fill thenew pipeline either oil needs to be used from Western Siberia, or the active exploitation of new fields in Eastern Siberia needs to be sped up. In trying to encourage oil companies, theRussian government has decided to build theKuyumba-Taishet pipeline which will link theESPO pipeline to two large oil fields in theKrasnoyarsk region: Yurubcheno-Tokhomsk and Kuyumbinsk, which are expected to add a further supply of 15 million tonnes of oil ayear by 2016.


  New standard


  With theESPO pipeline, Russia is bringing anew brand of oil to theworld market: Siberian oil. ESPO oil is more expensive than another brand of Russian oil, theUrals brand, as Urals oil is obtained by mixing high-quality Siberian oil with low-quality oil from theVolga region. Thesulphur content in this brand of oil is, therefore, relatively high. ESPO only pumps pure Siberian oil which makes it possible to sell it at aprice comparable to another standard brand: Brent.


  Russia is trying to introduce Siberian oil onto theworld stage.


  Russia is not only trying to make Siberian oil more expensive than Urals oil but is also trying to introduce anew brand of oil onto theworld stage. There are three standard brands of oil in theworld today: Brent in Europe, WTI (West Texas Intermediate) in North America and Dubai in Asia. These brands are reference points in theprocess of setting prices for therest of theworld’s oil in order to become astandard brand of oil. It isn’t enough, however, to just supply 15 million tonnes of oil ayear, and therefore speculating about Siberian oil becoming anew standard is only really hypothetical at themoment. Nonetheless, after the completion of thesecond stage of theESPO pipeline, oil supply should increase to up to 30 million tonnes ayear, and such ascenario is becoming much more realistic.


  It is worth noting that Western Siberian oil will be made up of about 60 per cent of theESPO mixture. This means that theoil from Western Siberia will be redirected to Asia, and if ESPO becomes an expensive standard brand, it will be more profitable to export oil under this trademark than to supply Siberian oil to Europe and sell it under thecheaper Urals brand. Thesuccess of ESPO brand would encourage Russian oil companies to shift thegeography of deliveries to theEast, in essence cutting supply to theWest.


  Theoverall condition of theglobal economy could play an important role in such areversal. While Europe slowly sinks into recession, Asia continues to be azone of economic growth. As aresult, theAsia-Pacific region is becoming adriver of theoil markets. Remarkably, 60 per cent of thegrowth in world oil consumption is provided by China. Taking into account these considerations, Russia’s state-owned Transneft, theoperator of theESPO pipeline, must be able obtain 50 million tonnes of oil ayear to fill thepipeline. To do this, oil supply to Europe will have to be cut.


  Surplus of pipes


  Reducing thesupply of Siberian oil could further worsen thesituation with the pipelines which deliver oil from Russia to Europe. Thesurplus in capacity can already be observed. In March 2012 thesecond part of theBaltic Pipeline System (BPS-2) was put into operation, with the purpose of its construction being to eliminate Russia’s dependence on transit countries, especially Belarus and Ukraine. BPS-2 has linked thesystem of trunk pipelines in Russia to theoil terminal at Ust-Luga on thecoast of theBaltic Sea.


  TheDruzhba pipeline system may no longer be profitable and may simply cease to exist.


  Theresults were immediate. Russian oil companies Lukoil and Rosneft started to send oil to the more lucrative northern European market through BPs-2; and in April this year, Russian deliveries to the Czech Republic through the Druzhba pipeline (the largest pipeline for the transportation of Russian oil across Europe) decreased by 80 per cent. Thesignificant decline in oil supply to theCzech Republic, which purchases half of its annual consumption of 10.9 million tonnes of oil from Russia, brought on asituation where Czech refineries had to search for alternatives for their supply. Experts warn that theCzech Republic, Slovakia and Hungary will have to pay apremium of three to five dollars per barrel to maintain oil supplies from Russia. This is theonly way for Russian companies to be as profitable through theDruzhba pipeline as they are with exports through theBaltic ports.


  TheDruzhba pipeline has been in crisis for quite some time. In 2006, asection of thepipeline going to Lithuania ceased functioning. In 2010 Ukraine reversed its Odessa-Brody pipeline to supply oil north towards Belarus. Theexpected volume of supply has not yet been reached. And instead of theplanned four million tonnes of oil in 2011, Belarusian oil refineries only received one million tonnes through this pipeline.


  It seems that Ukraine will not suffer significantly from areduced supply of Russian oil as it has switched into imports of petroleum products rather than refining theoil itself. In 2011 Ukraine’s refineries and gas processing plant at Shebelinka processed 9.05 million tonnes of oil, 18.4 per cent less than in 2010. Theaverage use of capacity of Ukrainian refineries has dropped to 17.6 per cent. Only two of thesix refineries which exist in Ukraine currently work permanently: Kremenchuk and Nadvirna.


  Poland, theCzech Republic, Hungary, Slovakia and Belarus appear to be in much more of adifficult situation and will have to “lure” Russian oil companies in order to prevent them from stopping supplies through theDruzhba pipeline entirely. At thesame time, exploitation of thepipeline may no longer be profitable due to thedeclining volumes of oil transportation, in which case, thegreat pipeline system may simply cease to exist.


  If this were to become areality, countries with no exit to thesea will either have to close down their refineries and switch to imports of petroleum products, or build new pipelines.


  Exports of instability


  Another consequence of Russia’s shifting oil exports to Asia is thestrengthening of Europe’s dependence on suppliers from theMiddle East. On July 11th 2012 theprice of theRussian Urals brand caught up with theprice of Brent from theNorth Sea. It happened despite thefact that thequality of Urals is lower than thequality of Brent, and that historically Russian oil has remained afew dollars cheaper than oil coming from theNorth Sea.


  Thereason for this is surprisingly simple. TheEU’s embargo on oil supplies from Iran came into force on July 1st 2012. As aresult, themarket began to look for areplacement, and it turned out that Russian oil is ideal, because its quality is very similar to Iranian oil. Refineries are usually configured to process oil with certain parameters and therefore cannot immediately switch from one brand to another.


  Asimilar picture was observed in 2011 when thewar in Libya led to higher prices for theBrent and Urals brands of oil. Thedifference in price between Brent and WTI of Texas exceeded 15 dollars per barrel at the time. Shortages appeared on theEuropean market due to the reduction of Libyan supplies, and consumers had to pay higher prices than theAmericans. Europe is thus paying apremium due to theinstability of Middle East oil suppliers. Under these conditions, decreasing imports from such astable supplier as Russia will only increase thepremium Europe may have to pay for oil in thefuture. [image: 2981.jpg]


  Translated by Igor Lyubashenko


  Alexandr Yakuba is afreelance Russian journalist and analyst. He has worked for Rosbalt news, RBC magazine and has previously been theeditor of theeconomic portal Anticrisis.


  Nuclear Power Politics

  Linas Jegelevicius


  Lithuania is building anew nuclear power plant at Visaginas. However, many questions still remain to be answered, including whether or not thenew plant will actually lower energy costs and bring energy independence.


  Change is in theair for theLithuanian town of Visaginas  asleepy town on theBelarusian border with high unemployment and alarge number of Russian speakers. Thelong-awaited Japanese from Hitachi are ready to take on building a5.3 billion euro nuclear power plant, promising to save thetown from impending doom. But instead of reminiscing about the37-year history, which saw Visaginas bustling after Soviet developers built anuclear power plant in 1983 in nearby Ignalina, this torpid and socially plagued border town is eagerly looking forward to greeting theJapanese.


  Therefore, in anticipation, Dalia Straupaite, the mayor of Visaginas, has announced plans to start building aJapanese-style kindergarten for the engineers’ as well as organising Japanese-language courses. However, too many unanswered questions still loom.


  Many questions, too few answers


  Lithuania has always had high expectations from European Union membership. But ironically, in terms of energy prices, theEU slot for Lithuania has been extremely costly due to thefact that it agreed to shut down theIgnalina nuclear power plant as part of its accession to theEU. This shut-down has turned Lithuania from apower exporter into apower importer, dramatically increasing its dependency on Russia, which today provides Lithuania with nearly 90 per cent of its energy needs.


  With thenuclear facility in Visaginas being built, however, Lithuania would resume being an exporter of power. And what’s more, it would also clinch membership in therespectable circle of nuclear states, astrategic objective for this small Baltic country. With thearrival of Hitachi, Visaginas will undoubtedly resume its vitality, provide better prospects for its inhabitants and, most importantly, heighten theimportance of Lithuania, and theBaltic coast’s, electrical power and geopolitical position.


  Russia currently provides Lithuania with 90 percent of its energy needs.


  However, despite being in theundeniable interest of themayor of Visaginas, many doubts are raised by many people outside this little border town, such as thenuclear project’s necessity and its benefits both for Lithuania and theentire Baltic region. Will theVisaginas nuclear power plant (VNPP) lead to cheaper electricity? Will it, at least, be cheaper than energy from theplants in in Kaliningrad (Russia) and Astravyets (Belarus)? Will theplant secure Lithuanian energy security and independence? Not necessarily, say prominent energy experts.


  Another question that begs to be asked here is: will Lithuania pursue theobject if Latvia, Estonia and in particular, Poland, decide not to support it? And what will it take to have thePoles “nod” theVisaginas project, considering therecent quite sour bilateral relations between these two countries? Perhaps apartial sacrifice of theamendments of theLithuanian Language Law that enforces teaching more subjects in Lithuanian in thePolish schools in Lithuania?


  Politics ranging from local interests (not only energy related) to geopolitics are so intertwined and often complicated that it sometimes seems that they, and not theeconomic factors, will shape thefuture of this Lithuanian atomic project. Last but not least, there is thequestion as to whether thenew make-up of theLithuanian parliament will turn adeaf ear and keep its eyes closed to thealready predictable voters’ “no” against theVisaginas NPP project in theadvisory referendum, which will take place along with theparliamentary elections on October 14th.


  Larger geopolitical meaning


  There is no doubt that politics and geopolitics weigh heavily on thedecisions: Lithuania, anuclear state, would play amuch more important role on thegeopolitical map; especially with Poland, as Lithuania’s nearest EU neighbour, still without its own nuclear plant. In arecent conference, Arvydas Sekmokas, theLithuanian energy minister, pronounced it loud and clear: “In fact, thewould-be liquefied gas terminal in Klaipeda and thenuclear power plant in Visaginas may likely have alarger geopolitical meaning and importance for Lithuania than theanti-missile interceptor base in Poland,” Sekmokas revealed.


  This admittance made Lithuania’s Social Democrats angry. They accused Prime Minister Andrius Kubilius and his energy minister of only having one concern: how to make their imprint on themodern history of Lithuania at any cost, even jeopardising thecountry’s security. Geopolitics, indeed, matters alot. Theconsequences of being among theother near-border nuclear facilities  in theRussian enclave of Kaliningrad and Belarus’s Astravyets  may preserve Lithuania; but if things there go awry it could have exactly the opposite results.


  As a nuclear state, Lithuania would play amuch more important role on thegeopolitical map.


  Thegovernment has clear answers related to thequestion of thecost of electricity and Lithuanian energy independence and security. For Kubilius, theincumbent Lithuanian prime minister and chairman of theruling Motherland Union and Lithuanian Christian Democrats, these answers are aclear “yes”. Thecost of Visaginas NPP-produced electricity to thecountry will be between 7 to 10 Lithuanian cents (2-2.8 euro cents) per 1 kWh, although theproject loan’s servicing costs for thenext 16 to 18 years will also have to be added to theprice.


  “I cannot tell today what thefinal price will be, but, according to our calculations, it will be in therange of 17 to 25 Lithuanian cents (4.8-7.2 euro cents) per 1 kWh, which will make it competitive in themarket. There is no doubt that theVisaginas project will ensure us energy independence and security, as well as allowing profit from exporting electricity to theEU’s synchronised power grid,” Kubilius told thebusiness news portal Verslo Zinios in March 2012.


  Theenergy minister concurs on thenumbers with his boss in thegovernment, although neither of them has explained themethodology of their calculations and who stands behind them. Therepetition of thenumbers by thegovernment and its supporters in scientific circles has even produced acomment from an exasperated Juozas Olekas, aprominent opposition member and Social Democrat: “Like many MPs, I feel like I’m at aHoly Mass where thesame litany is being repeated over and over again without giving an explanation. Don’t we really need one?”


  In thegovernment’s defence, theSocial Democrats, who are currently themost vociferous opponents of theVisaginas nuclear project and theConservative government, having had amajority in the2004-2008 government just four years ago, set up thefamous Lithuanian Electricity Organisation (LEO) project, anational project entitling private domestic capital to take on thenuclear venture in Visaginas. TheConservatives scrapped theLEO project after taking power in 2009 and focused on attracting aserious foreign investor, with Hitachi coming out as thewinner of this international procurement.


  Presidential positions


  Interestingly, thechief decision maker in thecountry, President Dalia Grybauskaite, has changed her mind several times on theissue of nuclear energy in Lithuania to such an extent that her former chief advisor and spokesman, Linas Balsys, who initiated themandatory referendum on theVisaginas NPP project (thebid failed due to alack of supporting signatures) came out and said: “If you were to closely track Grybauskaite’s presidential election campaign and her rhetoric on energy issues at thebeginning of her presidency, you would undoubtedly notice that she has spoken out against theconstruction of theVisaginas Nuclear Power Plant and has promoted renewable energy sources numerous times. Today, I can simply state that her rhetoric has changed ... Her exuberance for nuclear energy development in Lithuania is in particularly sharp contrast with her efforts in dismantling theLEO nuclear project at thebeginning of her presidency.”


  Thechange in rhetoric is being chalked up by political analysts as thepresident’s unwillingness to impede theConservatives, for which she has expressed her support on several occasions. In one of her latest speeches, Grybauskaite expressed aview that Lithuania has to remain anuclear country for thenext 20 to 30 years, while simultaneously developing renewable energy sources.


  “TheVisaginas project can give ahuge push to theeconomy of theentire region,” she said, praising theproject. Asked about thereferendum on October 14th, she stopped short of inviting people to approve of theproject, saying: “There is alot of false information regarding it, and thegovernment’s task is to change thedisinformation with true and unbiased information.”


  Theemotional side of theatomic endeavour is conceivable, especially considering that theVNPP project, along with theEU-supported Lithuanian and Polish power grid interconnection LitPol, and thesimilar link with Sweden, NordBalt, and theLiquefied Gas Terminal (LGT) in Klaipeda are cornerstones of the2020 Lithuanian Energy Strategy, which ultimately aims at providing Lithuania with energy security and independence from theold Soviet power grid and Gazprom gas. Unfortunately, this has not been done over the20 years that have elapsed since thebreakaway from theSoviet Union.


  If all goes well, theLithuanian government will manage 34 per cent of theVNPP shares, while therest is to be distributed among theother expected plant shareholders, Latvia, Estonia and Hitachi: 20 per cent apiece for thefirst two and 22 per cent for theJapanese. Theshares may be reshuffled provided Poland changes its mind in favour of theproject.


  Biased and out of touch


  Returning to issue of theprojected prices of thewould-be nuclear power plant, aslew of Lithuanian energy experts blast thegovernment’s calculations as “biased and out of touch”. Rimantas Deksnys, professor of Kaunas Technology University (KTU), says he is confident future governments won’t be able to “squeeze out” theplanned price of 17 to 25 Lithuanian cents per 1 kWh from thenew plant.


  “Considering theinterest rates and thelarge capacity of theplant, thefinal price will be way above theplanned upper margin,” theKTU professor said. He also noted that the5.3 billion euro investment payback may take much longer than theanticipated 15 years.


  Deksnys concludes that Lithuania didn’t need to pursue theatomic project, adding: “We should have devoted much more focus on other energy sources, including thelocal potentials of solar power and bio-fuels.” At themost extreme end of evaluations, Algimantas Sejunas, asignatory of Lithuania‘s Independence Act and an energy expert, claims that theVisaginas project literally means an end to Lithuania’s bid for energy independence.


  When asked about thecost of theplant, Sejunas said: “It’s ahuge lie to say that theproject’s price tag is only 5.3 billion euros. An additional 1.7 billion euros have to be added for synchronisation of thepower grids.” Beyond theinitial costs, he added that “nuclear waste storage and management will cost alot, up to three billion euros, according to some international energy experts. It is extremely irresponsible not to heed these things, especially when theissue of spent nuclear fuel at theshut-down Ignalina Nuclear Power Plant hasn’t yet been solved.”


  He notes that theLithuanian Government has given in to nuclear energy lobbyists. “They are extremely strong in theworld,” says Sejunas, adding that theavailable energy resources in thecountry are twice as large as thecapacity that is currently being used. “Obviously, thegovernment is out of touch with theeconomic and energy realities,” he stated.


  Despite thecontinuously growing opposition against theundertaking, thegovernment has managed to sign theconcession agreement with Hitachi. It has also been endorsed by amajority in theparliament. Despite thebid for amandatory referendum, spearheaded by theGreen Politics Institute, led by Balsys, failing, theopposition has picked up on theidea and gathered enough votes for an advisory referendum.


  “It is obvious that theissue of theVisaginas undertaking will be one of themain issues in theelections. Taking into account theadverse public opinion on theproject, it is very likely that most parties, except theMotherland Union-Lithuanian Christian Democrats, won’t try very hard to disperse thenegativity, at least during theelectoral campaign,” said Tomas Janeliunas, apolitical analyst.


  Janeliunas believes that bearing in mind theSocial Democrats have always been against theproject, and with theOrder and Justice Party being resolute on giving its final word pending theoutcome of thereferendum, and with theLabour Party’s inconsistent stance on theissue, opposition against theVisaginas NPP project may actually be larger in thenew parliament.


  Neighbourly relations


  “However, I don’t expect thenew coalition just to axe it. It is very likely that thecrucial thing for thenew MPs’ decision will be more defined positions of Latvia, Estonia and Poland. Particularly of thelatter, whose embrace of theproject may also nudge Latvia and Estonia towards it,” Janeliunas said.


  Some other Lithuanian political analysts warn that thePolish support for theproject will likely come at theexpense of concessions by newly elected parliamentarians to theapplication of theLithuanian Language Law in Polish schools, apainful topic for most Lithuanian politicians.


  Poland pulled out of theVisaginas NPP project at theend of 2011, when therow over application of the law reached its peak. Latvia has also threatened to wave off theLithuanian project as recently as theend of June when theLatvian prime minister, Valdis Dombrovskis, lambasted theLithuanian government for taking a“unilateral stance”, “being secretive” and not heeding Latvia’s concerns about theproject.


  Although theLatvian premier has since softened his rhetoric, Latvia is still lingering with its decision. Meanwhile, theBaltic overachiever, Estonia, who has never repudiated theVisaginas idea, is rumoured to be pondering building its own cutting-edge nuclear reactor-equipped medium-sized nuclear facility. With Estonia’s plans not yet announced, Lithuania is still counting on its support for Visaginas.


  Getting all of theneighbours involved in theatomic rendezvous certainly requires alot more than simple courtship and an expensive dinner. Making true friendships for thedecade-long mutual commitment requires alot more. Only time will tell if Lithuania can really count on this. [image: 2981.jpg]


  Linas Jegelevicius is aLithuanian journalist, an editor for theregional newspaper Palangos Tiltas and acontributor to TheBaltic Times, theonly English-language weekly newspaper in theBaltics.
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JEWISH CULTURE IS ALIVE AND WELL.

IN POLAND.

In the world of Jewish travel, there is sightseeing, there are tours, there are trips, and there
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Taube Jewish Heritage Tours invites you to join us for an extraordinary experience as we
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